MINUTES OF THE 2020 BUDGET CONSULTATIVE FORUM
ORGANISED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET
MONITORING AND EVALUATION, GOVERNOR'’S OFFICE
AT THE AUDITORIUM OF COLLEGE OF HEALTH
TECHNOLOGY, CALABAR

In attendance at the forum were some members of the
State Exco, Chairmen of Boards and Commissions, Traditional
Rulers, Civil Society organizations (CSO’s), NGOs/CBOs,
Professional Groups, Budget Officers from various MDAs and a
cross section of students. See attendance register for details.

The forum was declared opened by the Commissioner of
Finance, Mr. Ausquo Ekpenyong at exactly 10am. In his
opening remarks the Commissioner said the forum was
organized for the preparation of 2020 Citizens Budget. He also
informed participants that the theme for the forum was ‘All
Singing, all Dancing” budget. So all contributions from
participants should be such that would be geared towards
looking inward for internal revenue generation.

The Commissioner then enjoined all participants to seat
up, listen and make effective contributions not only to enrich
the final document but to also ensure that the concern of all
Stakeholders and Cross Riverians are addressed accordingly.
He thanked all participants present for coming and charged
them to feel free to discuss their various MDAs short comings
for it was a stakeholder engagement. That the organizing
committee and NGOs are willing to interact and take MDAs
inputs. But that such inputs must be supported by NGOs,
students and the chiefs.



The Special Adviser to the Governor on Budget matters
Rt. Hon Moses Abeng Onoh, the permanent Secretary ministry
of Finance,

Barr. Ikang Gabriel and leaders of civil society organization Mr.
Kingsley Eworo took turn to addressed participants. Emphasis
were laid on how important the budget exercise was to the
State and its citizenry, and the need for representative of
MDAs present to inform their colleagues not present, to avail
themselves. The Special Adviser emphasized that MDAs that
fails to attend shall have no budgetary provision for 2020.

The technical section witnessed the presentation of both
internal revenue Receipts and Expenditure score card of MDAs.
The streaming of internal revenue for the State was presented
by Mr. Patrick (Director) who represented the Chairman IRS.

Midway in the presentation a tea break was announced
and observed. After tea break the presentation and
interactions continued and stretched into 6:30pm. A call for
dinner and an end of the forum for the day was announced by
the SA Budget.

The same process took place in day two of the forum. At
the end of the two days forum a document of the reviewed
budget was produced and a six point communiqué issued by
the participants.



A vote of thanks was said by HRH Bassey Ekpo Bassey
while Mrs. Glory Patrick said the closing prayers.

The forum then rose at 7pm.

Signed by:
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SYLVANUS GFORGE EDEJ

DIRECTOR BUDGET
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KINGSLEY EWORO

EXECUTIVE SECETARY
BTAN (CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATION)
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