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1983 — Part A

Assented to this joth day of June, 1983,

Cir (Dr) Cremener [song

. Governor

CROSS RIVER STATE OF NIGERIA

1983, No. 4

A TLago to make provision for the regulation and control of Pool Betting
business and for purposes connected -therewith,

[xst July, 1983]

B 17 eNacTED by the Cross River State Housc of Assembly as follows—

* 1. (1) The Chairman may upon application made in the prescribed
form accompanicd with the appropriate non-refundable fee preseribedin
the Schedule hereto and on payment of the appropriate licence fee, issuc a
licence to any person for the carrying on of a Pool Betting business in the
State as a proprictor or as a Pool Agent,

(Y A licence shall be mnosueh form and subjeet to such general and
special conditions as the Chairman may prescribe-or impose.
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(3} 'The Commissioner may at any time grant any person exemption
from any preseribed condition. '

C(4) The Chairman may at any time revoke any licence if he is
satisfied that there hias been a breach of any condition of such licence.

(5) Lvery licence shall be valid for twelve months-from the date of
1ssue and may on payment of the preseribed fee be renewed for a further
period of twelve months from the first issue or the Jast renewal thereof as
may be cirected by the Chairman; and the issue, renewal, refusal to issue
or renew and the revacation of any  licence may be undertaken by the
Cirirman who shall not be required to assign any reason for such
issue, renewal, refusal or revocation.

2. {1} 'The Chairman way by notice in writing order the closurc
of a Pool Betting office for any period of time if he is satisfied that the
licensee thereof is cairying on business in contravention of the provisions
of this Law or of the regulations made under this Law or of both.

{2) The notice rzanived by subscction (1) of this section to be given
shall state precisely the grounds for such closure.

{3V A licencee vwho 1 aggrieved by the ovder of the Chairman under
subscection (13 ol this section may appeal therefrom to the High Court
ar nuke an oojectivy cither verbally in person or in writing to  the
Board vequesting the Board to review such order.

(4) Aoy person who without Tawlul excuse, reopens any office
after its closuie under the provisions of this Law when the appeal of
obiection,if anv, Lo ot beendetermined i his favour shall be guilty or
an ofience and Hable on conviction to a fine not exceeding  N1,000.00
ot Lo impeisonment fot a term not exceeding 18 months or to both such
fine and imprizonment.

3. (1) No person shall, under any (orm of pretence or deception
or by any deviee, contrivance or any other means whatsocver, carry ou
in the State a Pool Betting business without a licence under this Law
and nosuch peesor shall print, publish, distribute or cause to be puinted,
published or distributed 1 the State any paper of do or ¢ause to be done
m the State any other thing for the purpose of the business of Pool
Bewting or any other purpose  incidental thercto.

(2 Ay person who contraveres the provisions ol subsecticn
(1) of this section shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on con-
victien to a fine of_Ng.nco.0n or imprisonment for 2 terin not #xceeding 24
wiesths or to both such e anda imprisonment.

4- () No staker in the State shail place ov cause to be placed any-
where 1n the State efther on bebalt of himself or of any other staker ary
ctake or bet in any Pen! Berting conducted by any  person or his agent whe
to the knowledee of such staker has uot bean issued with a liceace undex
this aw, nor shell an nronricror or his principal ageont or other repre
senative issue any cotpon to any such peeson or his agent for the purpoze
of conduciing Pool Beruing, : i
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(2) Any person who contravenes the provisions of subscetion (1)
of this scction shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on con-
viction to a fine of Ngoo.00 or imprisonment fora term ot exceeding
6 months or to both such Tine and imprisonment.

‘ 5. (1) Every licensed proprietor shall cause his liceace to be
exhibited in a conspicuous position within his head office in the State
and shall causc to be exhibited in a conspicuous manocr outside such
‘office and also outside cach of his branch ofhices within the State a
sign-board showing the name in which he has been licensed  and

. indicating the fact that such licence has been issucd under this Law,
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(2) Any proprietor who fails to comply with the provisions of
subsection (1) of this section shall be guilty of an offence and shall
be liable on conviction to a fine not excecding

or
such fine and imprisonment.

3 months to both

6*6. (1) Every proprictor or Peol Agent desirous of
Pool Betting business in the State shall register with the Board.

- . (2) Application for registration shall be made to the Chzirman in

writing in the prescribed form and shall be accomypanicd with a fee of
N1,200.00 and N250.00 for a proprietor and a Dool Agent respectively.
L R
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carrying on

k-

| . . . i

4 ‘(3) Registration shall be subject to such general and  special
conditions as the Chairman may prescribe or impose,

2 *(4) The Chairman ghall, if satisficd that all the conditions have
- beer. complied with, issuc a certificate ol registration.

: (5) The Chairman may at any time revoke any  certilicate of
registration if he is'satisfied that there has been a breach of any condi-
tion of registration.

(6) Unless revoked under subsection (3) of this section, a certifi-
cate of registration shall remain valid for one year from the date of
issue and may on payment of N1,200.00 and N230.00 for a proprietor
and Pool Agent respectively Do renewed for o further period of one
year.
; 7. Any proprictor or ool Agent carrying on a Pool Betting business
who fails to register or renew his registration in accordance with section 6

;"‘gf this section shall he guilty o an otfence and Hable on conviction o a

ne not exceeding Ng,000.00 or imprisonment for a term not exceeding
24 months or to both such fine and imprisonment.,

o 8. (1) Subject to the provisions ol this Law, a proprictor shall pay
' tax at the rate of N1,500.00 per week on his Pool Betting business.

b (2) The tax imposed on a proprictor under this scction shall be
remitted to the Board by such proprictor in such manner as may be
prescribed.

.
PR

9. (1) Where the head oflice of a ool Betting business is situated
outside the State, the progprietor shall ensure that  his checking contres
are within the State and shall also appoint vr cause to be appointed a
{ principal agent who shall reside in the State; and such appointment shall

be mac's within thirty days after the issuc (o the proprictor of a licence.
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8.

~ (2} The proprictor shall furnish the name and address of a
principal agent appointed pursuant to subsection (1) of this section to the
Chairman,

‘ (3) A proprictor who makes dofault in complying with the provi-
sions of subscction (1) of this scction shall be guilty of an offence under
this Taw and shall be liable to a fine of Nis0.00 for cveiy day after the
periad specified in subscection (1) of thisMuring wiiich the default
continuss or to imprisonment for 2 months or to both such fine and
imprisonment, ' ;

v
1o. Until paid the tax due from a proprietor under section 8 of this

Law shall form a licn on and a charge upon the entire assets of the Pool
Betting husiness and of the proprictor or his estate or both and shall have
priority over all claims of any other person.

11. (1) For the purpose of this Law any power exercisable by, or

duty imposed on, a proprictor shall be exercised or performed by a prin-

cipalagent appointed pursuant to section g of this Law.

(2) The powers conferred or the duties imposed on a proprie-

tor under the provisions of this Law (except powers or duties which by|

thetr niture cannot be exercised or discharged by a principal agent) may
be exercised o discharged by the principat agent to such proprietor if the
propeictor is not resident within the State; and the act or omission of the
proprictor shall be deemed to be the act or omission of such principal agent
and he may be proceedad against accord i ngly.

12, (1) Every proprictor shall keep such recordsand books of account

in respect of Pool Betting business carried on by him in the State as may|

be required by the Chairman and shall enter thercin true and regular
accounts of all moncys reccived by him in respect of such business.

(2) A proprictor shall, if required so to do by the Chairman bt
notice 10 writng, produce for examination, within such time as may be
speatied in the notice, the books of account referred te in subscction (1

of this section and any other document relating to the Pool Betting

business and shall at all reasonable times give all necessary facilitiss to an
person authorised in that behalf by the Chairman to inspect or aydit sucl

books.

r3. (1) Every proprictor shall make such returns to the Bqafd an(

keep scuh records as may be prescribed.

(2) Returns made under this Law or any régulations made thereunde
shall, for the purposcs of this Law, be available only to the Board and tf

persons authorised by it,
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14. (1) Tvery person applying for the first time after the coming in

State shall at the time of application make or cause to be made a cag
deposit whit the Board in the sum of N6,000.00 and in addition give to
Board a banker's puarantee in the sum of N50,000.00. )
Sl i S
(2) Vor the purposes of subscetion (1) of this section, whenever t
Board applies any cash deposit to mect the liability of a defauiting propr
tor, the proprictor shall upon notice in writing to him that the cash depos
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eng of a had been so applied, he liable within nincty days thereafter to make o
jon to the & further cash deposit with a view to raising the balance then outstanding
i to the original amount of cash deposit required by this L,
! ‘avi- :
the p‘?\‘l,cr (3) Where a proprictor who has made or caused to be made a cash
“('Cft"r' the & deposit and a banker’s guarantee fails to renit tax in accordance with the
yha gefault provisions of this Law or any regulations made thereunder or fails to pay to
L eﬁne and U winners proved winnings in respect of any staking made in the State, the

Board may, after giving notice in writing to the proprietor, apply the cash
: deposit in whole or in part to meet the amount due to the Bourd in the
h 8 of this ©  first instance-and to winners as at the date of the notice, and where such
£ the Pool & = deposit is insufficient to meet the liability, the Board shall in riting

1 shall have ©°  request the banker to satisfy the shortfall in respect of the guarantee given
by the banker.

ble by, or (4) Where a proprictor ceases to carty on a Posl Betting business in
i b(;' a {),rin- | ~the State, he shall be entitled to a refund of the whole amount of his cash

" deposit if the cash deposit has not been applicd to meet his lability under
‘ - subsection (3) of this scction or to  the batance thereof if the cash has been
a p;opric- B so applica. ,
s which l,)y (5) Without prejudice to subscction (3) of this scction the Board may
a.gcnt)‘ mi\y order the suspension fiom circulation of coupons issucd by a proprictor
‘.";f;gr(;i :‘\:‘ who fails to pay —
is i

incipal agent - (a) tax under this Law, or t

| ek

(0) proved winnings.

' account . ‘ ] g . .
(SSt:tfe as may 15. Nothing in this Law shall he construed as preveating or

Winnings
and regulat

precluding a staker from recovering any winning from a proprictor as a  fecoverable
civil debt.

SRR S— -

as civil
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Jhmrma'n be 16. (1) For the purposes of the Law, the Chairman ney by potice  Inspector. 1
pe a8 may in the Gazette appoint a suitable officer of the Board to b ac Inspector
ubsection (1)

"Pool Betting for such arcas as may be specified in the notice.
0
wcilities to an{ ;

(2) An inspector may at all reasonable times enter upon any preniises
or audit suc

where a Pool Betting business is carried on or where the records relating
to the business are kept or where he reasonably suspects that a Pool
] { Betting business isbeing carried on or such records are kept and inspect,
he Board 'md_- * audit, examine such records, documents or books of accouat or ascerta’n
. the amounts recorded as stakes or take copies of entries in the bocks of
hereundei . “account offany Pool Betting business and conduct any other investization

de ther d t(. ashemay deem fit for the purposes of this Law; and the occupier of suchi *
i Broa‘rd gn i premises shall answer all questions perfaining to these matters, and shall
i l,« produce such books of account, records or documrents as may be required.

i coming int? 3 Tl ¢ production hy an inspector of an identification carid bearing
usiness in o hig photograph, name wind signed by the Chairman soallin alt court: and

:» made a ¢a% " for all purposes of this Law be sufficient evidence of the authority ot the

qongiveto th Inepector.

(4) No inspector entering upon any prenidscs fov the purposes of this
Law shall be liable to be procecded against in a civil or crimined cause or
matter lor ‘anything reasonabiy done or omitted to be done by him in the i |
awful exercise of his powers under thus Law,

, whenever th
ulting proprel
he cash depod i
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7. Any persann who obatrocts or misleads or attempts o obstruct
or mastead o aids or abets any pevion (o obyncet or mislead any Tnspector
m the perlormance of Lis functions, shall be guilty of an olfence nnd liable
on conviction to a fine of not less then Ngocnoo or imprisonment for a
term of not fess than 12 months or to both such fine and 1mprisonment.

8. Any Magistiate who in aatisficd oncinformation upon Qath that
there s veasonable ground to suspect thatany person his conlravened orin
contravening or has Luled or s fatling to urmply with any of the provisions
ol this Law or any regulations made thereunder may issuec a warrant under
his hand authorising any police oflicer or Inspector at any ti-ne within one
month frony the date thereof to enter and search any building or place
reasonably suspected as having been oran beings used for the purpose of or
in connection with the caontravention of, or failure to cotnply with,the
provisions of this Law or any lugulfltum: made thercunder and te ake
such inquiries as are deemed necessary, and such person shall produce for
inspection. by the police oflicer or Inspector named in the warrant, any
such books of account, records or documents in his possession or'in the
huilding or place and answer any questions relating thereto.

19. Auv person who refuses tn answer zny questicns put to him
under section 18 ol this Law relating to any matter or who fails to
produce {hr inspection any books of  account, records or documents
1 his possession or under his control that he 15 required to prodace for
inspection, shall be guiity of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to
a fine of N2oo.oo or imprisonment for ¢ months or to both such fine
and imprisonenmt

2, (1) Any persen who without lTawful excuse supolies or causes tn
Lie supplied any incorrect statement of « scourit or return by omitting or
understatingr the amount of money placed as stakes for any period or
Knowinply wives or cieses to he griven any ineorrect information in rela-
tGon thereto shall be guilty ol an olfence and  linble en conviction---
(er) toon tine of not dem than Nuoo on or 1o im;wis-.nnn‘.(-.m for a term
not fev than 40 montha or to both such ne and imprison

ment; and
(M) toa penalty in g aum double the amount by which the tax. pay-
able exceeds the tax paid in consequence o such incorrect
statement of account or information,

(2) A certificate under the hands of the Chairman stating the

amount of tax due from any proprictor shall be sufficient undcncc/thcrcof

(3) The Chairman may, in respect of any offence under this section
and before the matter goes to court compound the oftence, and, if the
matter has gone to court, with leave of the court at anytime before judge-
ment, stay or compound pxoceedmgs thereunder. '

21. (1) Any person who, with intent to defraud or deceive any otherf..

person —

{a) for,cs or causcs or procurcs to be forged any coupon or other,

documents in vespect of Pool Betting;
(b} alters any nunber, word, entry or mark on any such coupon of;
document; or » ,
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Inspector ‘ (¢) alters or falsifies any accounts or record or makes or connives

and liable I at the making of any false or fraudulent entry in any such record

mént for a ; or account; or

risonment. 7

(d) omits or connives at the omission ol any material particular
from any such account, hook, record or document, shall be
“guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine

h Oath that

1
i

ned Oris . % . N
V“‘e‘} 0 ‘C, B of N200.00 or imprisonment for 6 months or to both such fine
roZIS;‘%f;r and imprisonment.
rrantu
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(2) No person or proup of persons shall acquire monopoly of coupons
or s king forms ol any proprictor but such coupons shall be tsued with-
out LRCIOUS restrictions.,

(3) Any person or group of persons inposing any unteasonable con-

Jduce for | dition which restricts or is likely to vestrict (he issue or circultion of
pr ant, any i coupons to pool agents shall be puilty of an otlence and Hable on conviction
. <l 1 . M . . . -
W“rf)r i;\ the 1 to a finc of not less than N§0o.00 or te imprisonment fora term ol not less
on

than twelve months or to both such fine and imprisonment.

L pat 6 e . oz2. R’y Pl WG WatTaly ‘:\\\l\:“\]\\..\ moany vanner 1o evade or - Pemlty for
. who fails to defeat the‘l"ool Betting tax or practices oris concgmcd in any fraudulent  frand sud
:r documents - act, contrivance or d_evxf:e whether already speccially prowdcd for in a :::nsmn of
o produce for | written law or not, with intent to ‘cv:ulc the payment of su‘ch tax shall be T
. conviction to | guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine of N500.00
oth such fine | or imprisonment for a tcrm ol 12 months o7 to both such fine and

: | imprisoniment.

ot causes 7

" omitting of
any period of
pation in .1'61"" :
a conviction—

23. Where any person convicted of an otfence under this Law or  Offences by
under any regulations made thereunder is a body corporate, it shall be — bodies
| liable to the penalties prescribed therefor and in addition, every person SOREE
who at the time of the commission of the offence being a divector, Chicf
Executive, Secretary or other Chief officer of the body corporate consented
ent for a ferm to the act or omission which constitutes the offence shall be deemed to be
'y

L ison- || guilty of that offence and shall be liable to be procecded against and
. and 1npriso ) punished accordingly.

ch the tax pay- i

e 24. (1) Subject to the provisions of this Law, tax may be sued for Recovery of
guch 1nco

| and recovered in a court of competent jurisdiction by action for a debt due 1(“ by

: to th: Government. ST,
foh . v l

jan  stating the |

rreat. | (2) Proceedings for the enforcement of payment or cecovery of tax
widence the !

under this Law may be taken in the name of the Board.
ader this section | ] , .
ence, and, 1 the | 25. Where an offence is prescribed under this Law and no penalty is - Offences for
‘me before judge- | prescribed therefor an offender shall, upon conviction, be liable to a fine “'h',c:‘

of 3¥100.00 or to imprisonment for a term of 4 months or to both such Ee;‘;‘igﬁg“"
J P fine and imprisonment. ° .
leceive any Other} = -

26. A reference in this Law to a conviction shall be construed as  Provisions

éu yon or other rf:fcg'chcc o a summary conviction by a Magistrate’s Court and the penal- f"l“““f“' oy
couf ties imposed by or under the provisions of this Law shatl he excented of oot
\ OF recovered in summary manner and the said court shall tor the purposes

of this Law, and except as otherwise provided in this Law, have the
necessary jurisdiction.

conviction,

1y such €0 upot
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27. The Commissioncr may make regulaticns generally for the
purposes of this Law and, without prejudice to the generality of the fore-
gcting, may in particular ‘make regulations for all or any of the following
m:lttus—

+ (a) the forms of hicences, returns and statements of account;

(h) the mode and time for making appllcatlon for licences and renewal
ol lice nees |

(¢) the fees to be paid for registration and the issuc and renewal of
licences and the revision of such fees;

+ (d) the terms and conditions under which licences are to be issued;
(¢) the supply to the Chairman of information relating to Pool Betting
business;
. {f) the registration of offices used for Pool Betting business;
« (g) the distribution and circulation of Pool Betting forms or coupons;
(f) thepeviod in respect of which returns are required;
(1) the prevention of fraud on stakers or on the public at large on the

part of propyictors) principal ageots, Pool Agents and their-

cmployces:
(7) prescribing the classes of persons who may not participate in
Pool Betuing business in the State;
(&) prescribing offences against any regulation and the pena lties
therefor; %
) prevu‘nhmg anvthing which by this Law is authorised '6r rcquircd
to be prescribed. .
28. Nothing in the Criminal Codc against the keeping of a betting
house (howsoever worded) shall be decmed to apoly to the business of
ool Betting ander the provisions of this Law,

29, Inthis Law unless the contextotherwise requires—

“Board” means the Cross River State Board of Internal Revenue;
“Chairman’ mcans Chairman of the Board;

“Commissioner” means the Commissioner responsible for Finance;

“coupon” means any document by mcans of which a staker makes a §

bet fov the purposc of his participation in Pouol Betting;

“cxhibit” together with its grammatical variations and cognatef

expressions includes exhibiing to an individual ;
“Gazette” mcans the Cross River State of Nigeria Gazette,
“Governor” means the Governor of the Cross River State of Nigeria

. B
“Government” means the Government of the Cross River State off

Nigeria;

“head office” means the principal place of the Pool Betting busines
registered as such;

“Inspector” means Pool Betting tax Inspecter;

“occupier”’ means a person in control of prémises on which Pool
Betting business is carried on and includes an employee,
Pool A;Duu a principal Pool Agent or any other person connect
therewith;
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