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CROSS RIVER STATE OF NIGERIA
" EXECUTIVEBILL
Sponsored [')_}";_- Hon . Alex Abziilg Ebu
Boki I - House Leader '

A BILL
| FOR
A Law to make provision for the regulation and control of Pool Betting Long Title.
husinesses in the State and for purposes connected therewith.

(20[11 AlingSl,?_UU‘)) _ Conunencement

BE IT ENACTED by the Cross River State House of Assembly as follows: Fnactment.
= TR Y Upon-l.l-w.cumm.cn.uL'mcnl ol this Law, no-person shall carry nn.ilu-;m..uM-.-l.b;.ﬁt'.t‘i,f..“r_'_‘_bf_)ﬁfiﬂ,,_:_ =

and revocatian

business ol ool Betting in the State except in accordance withthe !
ol hieenceen

provisions of this Law.
~(2) The Chairman may upon application made in the prescribed form
accompaniced with the appropriate non-refundable fee and on payment
of the appropriate licence fee, issue a licence to any person for the carrying
on of a Pool Betting business in the State as a Proprictor or as a Pool
Agent. ,

(3) A licence shall be in such form and subject to such general and
special conditions as the Chairman may prescribe or impose.

(4) The Commissioner may at any time grant any person exemption
from any prescribed condition.

(5) The Chairman may atany time revoke any licence if he is satisfied
that there has been a breach of any condition of such licence.

(6) Every ticence shall be valid for twelve months from the date of
issue and may.on payment of the prescribed fee be rencwed for a further
period ol twelve months from the first issue or the last renewal thercof
as may be directed by the Chairman: and the issue, rencwal, refusal to
issue or renew and the revocation of any licence may be undertaken by
the Chairman who shall not be required to assign any reason for such
issue. renewal, refusal or revocation,

e R for_application, license and rencwal ehal Lhoaas-
may be preseribed and revised by the Commissioner from time totime.
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2.(1) The Chairman may by notice in writing, order the closure of a-
Pool Betting Office for any period of time if he is satisfied that the
licensee thereofis carrying on business in contravention of the provisions
of this Law or of the rcgulations made under this*Law or of both.

- (2) The notice required by sub-section (1) of this section to be g g,wu*
shall state precisely the grounds for such closure.

(3) Alicensee who is aggrieved by the order of the Chairman
under sub-section (1) of this section shall first make . an objection.in ...
writing to the Doard requesting-the Board to review the order, Where -
he is not satisfied with the decision of the Board, he may appeal to the
High Court against the decision of the Bourd order.

(4) Any persen wha. without lawful excuse, reopens any office

- 'mcr its closurc under the provisions of this Law when his ebjection

“or. appeal,’if any, has not been determined in his favour commlls an
offence and liable on conviction to a fine of N100,000. UO or two
years imprisomnent or both.

3. (1) No person shall, under any form of pretence or deception or by’
any device, contrivance or any other means whatsoever, carry o in the
Stute a Pool Betting Business without a licence under this Law and no
such person shall print, publish, distribute or cause to be printed,
published or distributed in the State any paper or'do or caused to be
done in the State any other thing for the purpose of the bu‘smcss of Pool

Belting or any other purpose incidental thereof. ' ‘

(2) Any person who contravenes the provisions of sub-scction (1) of

" this section commits an offence and shall be liable on'conviction to a

fine of N100,000.00 or two years imprisonment or both.

<. (1) No staker in the State shall place or cause to be placed any where

in the State ¢ither on behalf of himself or. of any other staker any stake
or bet inany pool hetting conducted by any person-er-agent-who-ta-the- -

knowledge of such staker has not been issued with a licence under this
Law, norshall any proprietor or his principal agent or other representative
issuc any coupon {0 any such person or his agent for the purpose of
corducting pool betting.

{2) Any person who contravenes the provisions of sub-section (1) of
this section commits an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a
fine of N10,000.00 ur six months imprisonment or both.

5.(1) Every licensed Proprietor shall cause his licence (o be exhibited
in a conspicuous position within his head office in the State and shall
catse to be exhibited in a conspicuous manner outside such office and
atso outside each of his branch offices within the State, a sign-board ‘



showing the namg in which he has been licensed and uuhmlmg (he fact
hat such licence has been issued under this L,

i s b el MAAR S e

(2). Any Proprictor who fails to c.mnp!y with-the provisions ofl"suly=-
- —~section (1) ot tliis section commits an oflence and shall be. liable on

conviction to a ﬁne not exceedmg N50,600. 00

H Every Propnetor or Pool Agent desnrous of canymg on pool :

bcttmg business in the State shall register with the Board.

(2) Application for registration of a Proprietor or Pool Agent shalf

be made to the, Cha:rman in writing in'the prescribed form and shall be
accompanied with a fee as prescribed by Regulation made by he
Commissmner ' :

3) Regnstrahon shall be sub_[cct tosuchg 1,cneral and specnal cond:tions
as the Chairman may prescribe or impose.

(4) The Chairman shall, if satisfied that all the conditions have been_
complied wnh issue a certificate of registration.

(5) The Chairman may at any time revoke any certlﬁcate of registration
if he is satisfied that there has been a breach of any condition ol
registration, G e

(6) Unless revoked under sub-section (5) of this section, a certificate
-of registration shall remain valid for one year from the date of issuc and
may on payment of N50,000.00 and N15,000.00 for a Proprictor and

Pool Atu.nt respectively bc reviewed for a further pulod of one year.

7.(1) Any P:oprn.tor canymn ona Pool Bcttm" busmess who fauls to
register or renew his registration in accordance with section 6 of this
section commits an offence and liable on conviction to a f'ne of

- N500,000.00 or imprisonment for a term of five years or both.

(2) Any Pool Agent carrying on a Pool Betting business who fails to
register or renew his registration in accordance with section 6 of this
section commits of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine of
N200.000.00 or five ycars imprisonment or both.

8. (1) Subject to the provisions of this Law, a Proprietor shall pay tax at
the rate 0f N20,000.00 per week on his Pool Betting business.

(2) Every pool winning shall be subject to 5% withholding tax which
shall be deducted at source by the Proprietor or Pooi Agent and remitted
to the Government, lhlou;,h the Board.

(3) The tax imposcd ona Propnclor under this section shall be remitted
to the Board by such Proprietor in such manner as may be prescribed.

Cil
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9. (1) Where the. Head Office of a Pool Betting business fs situated.
- outside the State, the: Propriétor shall ensure that his checking centres: * -
are within the State and_shall also appoint.or cause to'be appointed a -+
+ Principal Agent Who shall.séside in the State; and such’ appointment:"
-.shall be made within thirty ays after the issue to. the:Proprietor.of & -
Jiaadlee: o g e e e S
< ~(2)"The Proprietor s!ia’l,lg'ﬁxfnis;lifthe'nanie’-gﬁd_addre&_éI fa'Principal . -
'_A'gc_r_u;ap'p'piqjed,_.p_ursuah'f‘-'to".'Sulif_.-s'eq_t'i,an{.(I')' of this<section 1o the: -

p

Chaifmap, = -7
*“(3) & Propriefor who

b g

A, |

faults in c&ﬁﬁﬁ@mdahc provisions of . .

-subssection-(1) of th i'?sécltibn commits an offence undcrthisLaw and”’ &
- shall beliable to a fine 0f N500. 00 for every day after the period specified: -

- in subesection (1) of this.section during which the default.continues or--

to imprisonment for six months.or both, ' .- el ne i aET. (9,
10. Until paid the tax due from a Proprietor-under section 8 of this Law * .
shall form-a lien on'and a charge upon the entire assets;of the Pool .-
Betting business and of the Proprietor or his estate or both'and shall -
have priority aver all claims of any other person, o

TL.(1) For the purpose of this.Law any ppwer.exércisa._l.ﬂ_? by, or duty

imposed on, a Proprictor shall be exercised or performed by & Principal . -

Agent appointed pursuant to séction 9 of this Law. it e il
"+ (2) The powers conferred or the duties imposed on-a Proprietor. "

~under the provisions of this Law (except powers or duties which By ..
their nature cannot be exercised or discharged by a Princ‘.ip_él_ Agentmay:
be exercised or discharged by the Principal Agent to such Proprietor if e
the Proprietor is not resident within the State; and the act or.omission of
the Proprietor shall be deemed to be the act or omission of such Principal
Agent and he may be proceeded against accordingly. S i
12, (1) Every Proprietor shall keep such records and books of account
in respect of Pool Betting business carried on by him in the State as may

- be required by the Chairman and shall enter therein frue and regular
accounts of all moncys received by him in respectolsuch. business. .. -

~"(2) A Proprietor shall, if required so to do by the Chairman by notice
in writing, produce for examination, within such time as may be specified
in the notice, the books of account referred to in sub-section, (1) of this
section and any. other document relating to the Pool Betting business
and-shall at all reasonablé times give all necessary facilities to any pérson - *
authorized in that behalf by the Chairman to inspect or audit such books. *

13. (1) Every Proprietor shall make such _retur'ns to the B'bé}l;rg_i,ah'd keep -

such records as may be prescribed.



- (2) Returns made under this Law orany. regulationis:made thereéunder:
.. shall; for the puspose of this Law; be: dvailable only to the Board‘aind to=
. -pérsons aiithorized by it ¢TI e I A R el o Pl o
M1 “Every person applying for the first time after the-coming into:; . ...,
- foree of this Law.for a ficence to.operate a Pool Betting business in the . Depositto be

- State shall at the timé-of applicatiory make or catisé to be niade 4 cash.. - Made 35 securify
sl . = . g iy : 5 for payment'of <« -

-~ wo'the Board a bankers guarnteesimthé: sur of N1,000,000.00. - ° e
- (2). For the puipose of sub-sedtion (1) of this section, whenever the -
- Board applies any cash, deposit to weetthe Jiability. of a defaulting
- Propriefor,-the: Proprictoz: shatl. upon=notice Jin.writing to him that the -
.2 eash deposit had been'so-applied, bekable within ninety days thereafter:
<10 make-a further cash deposit with a yiew to raising. the balance then .
" “outstanding to the original amount of cash deposit required by this Law.
".-(3) Where.a Proprietor wha hastitade or caused to'bé made a cash"
deposit and a binker’s guarantee fails-to. remit tax in accordance with
_ the provisions of this:Law-or any regui lations made thereunder or fails to .
. Pay.to winners proved winnings ir respect of ‘any staking made in the .
.- Slate, the Board may, after giving-notice in ‘writing to the proprietor,
"dpply the cash depositin wholé or in part to meet the amount due to the .
. Board in the first instance and to winngrs as at the date of the notice, and -
" Where such deposit is ‘insufficient 1o meet the liability, the Board shall in -
. wriling requires- the: banker. to satisty ‘the shortfall in respect of the -
* ‘guaranteexgiven by the banker, .. 1 e g,
. (4Y Where a Propricior ceases to ¢arry ona Pool Betting business in -
the State, he shall be'entitled to a re fund of the whole amount of his cash
 deposit if the cash deposit has not been applied to meet his liability under
- sub-section (3) of this section or to the balance thereof if the cash has-
‘been sompplied. .- T Hadet, & | y
(5) Without prejudice to. sub-section (3) of this section the Board .
may order the suspension from circulation of coupons “issued by a-
- Proprietor who fails fo pay - F s TE B il

~ -deposit with the Board-ir the-sum. of N500;000,00 and in addition, give: - TS T

(a) tax under this Law, or. -
(0) proved winnings, ..

{3, Nothing in this Law shall be Cbrzsrtfi_jcd as preventing or pfeclurdi‘ng',,'}_ . Winring recover-
a staker from recovering any winning from a Proprictor as a civil debt.  ableascivil debt..

16.(1) F_ojr't}'le‘puq-aic')sés'of ihre.l.aw, ihé_-"Chainhah may by notice in the Inspector.
Gazette appoint a suitable officer of the Board to be an Inspector for ' 9

such areas as may be:spcéiﬁed in the notice.
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(2) An !nspeclor may at all reasona hlc times enter upon any premises
- where a Pool Betting business is carried on or where the records relating

“to the business are kept or whcre he reasonably suspects that a Pool"

Betting business is being carried on or such records are kept and inspect,
- audit, eximine such records, documeits or books of account or ascertain

the amounts recorded as stakers or take copies of entries in the books of

account of any Pool Betting business and conduct any other i investigation

as he may deem fit for the purposes of this Law; and the occupier of -

such premises shall answer all questions pertaining to these maiters,
and shall produce such books of account, records or documents as may
- be required.

(3) ‘The production by an Inspecior of an i deniification card bearing i

~his photograph name and signed by the Chairman in all Courts and for
.-all purposes of this Law be sufficient evidence of the authority of the
Inspector. :

. (4) No Inspector entering upon any premises for the purposes of
this Law sliall be liable to be proceeded against in a civil or criminal
casc or matter for .mythmb reasonably done or omitted tp be done by
him in the lawful excrcise of his powers under this Law, -

17.  Any person who obstructs or misleads or attempt to obstruct or
mislead or aids or abets any person to obstruct or mislead any Inspector
in the performance of his functions, commits an offence and liable on
conviction to a fine of N50,000.00 or twelve months imprisonment or
both. -

I8. Any Magistrate who is satisfied on information upon oath that

1

there is reasonable ground to suspect that any person has contravened .

or is contravening or has failed or is failing to comply with any of the .

provisions of this Law or any regulations made thereunder may issue a
warrant under his hand authorizing any Police Officer or Inspector at
any time within one month from the date thereof to enter and search any
building or place reasonably suspected as having been or as being used
for the purpose of or in connection with the contravention of, or failure
to comply with, the provisions of this Law or any regulations made

~ thereunder and to make suehinguirics w5 arc-deemed- necessary, and-
.such_person shall prodice for inspection by the Police Officer or

Inspector named in the warrant, any such books of account, records or
documents in his possession or in the building or place and answer any
questions relating thereto,

19. Any person who refuses to answer any question put to him under
section 18 of this Law relating to any matter or who fails to produce for
inspection any books of account, records or documents in his possession
or under his control that he is required to produce for inspection, commits



an offenve and shall be liable on conviction to o fine of NT1O,000.00 or
six months imprisonment or both. '

20.CH. Any person who without fawful excuse supplies or causes to be  False returns,
supplied any incorreet statement of account or return by omilting

or under-stating the amount of moncy placed as stakes for any pumd or

knowingly gives or causes to be given any incorrect information’‘in leln-

tion thereto shall be guilty of an oﬂcm,e and liable on gonwclmn-

‘(@) toa fine of N1 00, OOO 00 or twelve months impnsonment or
both; and ]

i) to a'penalty in a sum doublc the amount by wluch thc tax
payable exceeds the tax paid in consequence ofsuch mcorrect smremcﬁt_
_of account or information, i S
(2) Acertificate under th hands of thre Chairman stdungj thc amount

of tax duc from any Proprictor shal] be sufficient ewdcnu, thereof.

(3) The Chairman may, in respect of any offence under this sr.otmn'
and hefore the matter goes to court compound the offence, and |, if the
matter has gone to court, with leave of the court at anytunc before

judement, stay or compound proceedings there under.
Miscellancous

2100 Any person who, with intent to defraud or deccivc any other
ollences.

person -

(o) lTorces ar causes or procures to be forged .my coupon or other
documents in respect of pool betting;

th) alters any number, word, entry or mar k on any such coupon or
document; or i :

(c) alters or falsifies any actounfsor record or makes or connives
at the making of any false or fraudulent entry in any such record
or account; or - ‘ .

() omits or connives at the omission of any material particular

' from any such account, book, record or document, commits -
an offence and lisble on conviction to a fine of N10,000. ()0 or
six months imprisonment or both.

(2) Nopersonor nrnnp of persons shall acquire menopoly ofcoupons——
_or staking foris of any Proprictor but such coupons slmlf be 1ssur_d
without anerois restrictions.
(3) Any person or group of pcrsoris imposing any unreasonable
candition which vestricts or is {ikely to restrict the issue or circulation of
caupons to Poot Agents conumits an offence and liable on conviction to
¢ fine of net fess thad N50,000.00 or twelve months imprisonment or

bt
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2. Any pc:son who willfally: fmempts ‘inany-mannerto evade or defeat

._._1!1e Pool Betting tax or practices or is concerncd i any Traudutentact, -

contrivance or device whether already. spu.mliy provided for in a written,
law or not, with’ mtent to evade the payiment of Such. tax commits an
offence and 11able on conwctlon toa f'ne ofNSO 000 00 or tweive months .
impnsonment or both ‘ ' ,

23. Where any person convncted of an offence under thlS Law or undcr
any regulations:made thereunder is a body coaporate it shall be liable to
the penalties pxescnbed thereof and-in addition, every person who at the
time of the commission of the offence being a Director, CiuefExecutlve
Secretary or other Chief Officer of the body cor porate consented to the
act or omission which constitutes the offence shall be deemed to be
guilty of that offence and shall be llab!e to be proceeded a5amst and '
punished accordingly. % : : T
24.(1) Subject to the prov1510ns of thls Law, tax may be recovered ina’
court of competent jurisdiction by action for a debt due to the
Government. Y - ,

@) PlOLCCdln“b for the enf‘o:cement of payment or recovery of tax -
under this Law may be taken in the'name of the Board. :
25. Where an offence is prescnhcd under this Law and no penalty is.
prescribed therefore an offender shall, upon conviction, be liable to a
fine o' N5.000.00 or lmu months nnpnsonmcnt or bolh

R e e

—-26. A reference in this Lawtoa conwcuon shall be construed as reference

to a conviction by a Magistrate’s Court and the penalties imposed by or
under. the provisions of this Law shall be executed or recovered in a
summary manner and the said court shall for the purposes of this Law,
and except as othu\wse pmwded in this Law, have the necessary
jurisdiction. .

27. The Commissioner may make reﬂulatnons aenerally for the purposes -
of this Law and, without prejudice to the generality of the fore-going,
may in particular make regulations for all or any of the following matters -

(a) the forms of licences, returns and statements of account;
(b) the mode and time for mdl\lilb 'lppllC‘]llOH for licences and renewal
of licences; .

(c) the fees to be paid for 1ppltcanon reglstlatlon and the issue and
renewal of licences and the subsequent revision of such fees;

() the terms and conditions under which licences are to be issued;
(e) the supply to the Chairman information relating to Pool Betting
business; '

() the registration of offices used for Pool Betting business;
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(g) the distribution and circulation of pool forms or coupons;
() . the period in respect of which returns are requircd' .
(i) the prevention of fraud on stakers or on the pubhc at large on
_the part of Proprictors, lec:pa!Awenls Pool Agents and their
~emplovees:
(/) prescribing the classes of persons who may not partmnpate 1799
Pool Betting business in the Statc; & i ) :
(k) prescribing oﬁences wamst any regulation and the penallu.s '
therefore; - . ]
(1) prescribing: nnyl‘hmg which by this Law is .m!hml?ccl or
required ta’be prescribed,
28. Nothing in the Criminal Code against the keeping of'a betting house . Exclusion of the .
(howsoever worded) shall be deemed to apply in tho i'msm‘":t.‘nf“pwal——f‘rmmml Code

= betting under the provisions of this Law. s L L
. 7 of Cross River

< State 2004)

29. In this Law unless tln. context otherwise uqunc,s - ' s Interpretation.
Bomd means the Board of Internal Revenue; ' ' )

“*Chairman™ means Chairman of the Board of Internal Revenue; -

“Commissioner” means the Commissioner responsible fo_;f Finance;

“Coupon™ means any document by means of which a staker makes a bet

for the purpose of his ]31111c1patmn in Pool Betting;

“Exhibit” together with its grammatical vmlatmns and cogmte '
expressions includes exhibiting to an individual;
“Gazette™ means the Cross River State of Nigeria Gazette;
*Governor™ means the Governor of Cross River State of Nigeria; .
“Government” means the Government of the Cross River-State; - -
“Head oftice™ means the principal place of the Pool Betting busincss
registered as such;
“Inspector™ means Pool Butmn tax Inspector;
“Qccupicr™ means a person in control of premises on whu,h Pool Betting.
.business is carried on and includes an Employeg, a Pool A%nt a Principal -
Pool Agent or any other person connected therewith;
-“Office? jn ml'lhon to a Pool Betting business. mciudus myphce
~used for the purpose of or in connection with that business whuhcr
not used for the pumuu of. or in conngction with any olhm matlc:
“Person™ includes a body carporate or un-incorporate;

“Person-accountable for m\ mcans a Proprictar and includes his heirs,
exccutors, administr ators, 15a1n115 and other successors in title;

“Pool Ageut” means a persoir licensed as a Pool Agent 1o nmmge any
Pool Betting business in the State:



C18

“Pnnupal Aﬂc.nl means a Pnncnpa! Agent appomted under section 9 of
this Law; :

“Pool Betting busmess means any business involving the’ recewmg or the
‘negotiating of stakes or bets placed by way of Pool Betting and includes —

" (a) .  betting on terms that the winnings of such of those persons as
. are winners shall be, or shall be a share of, or shall be determined
by reference to, the stake money paid or agreed to be paid by
those persons, whether the bets are made by means ofa
totalizator, or by filling up and returning coupons or other
printed or written forms or-otherwise; -

(b)  betting ou terms that the winnings of such of those persons as
- are winnersshall be or shall’ include an amount (not determined

by reference to the stake money paid or agreed to be paid by
those persons which is divisible in any plopmlmn among such
of those persons as are winners;

fc)  betting on the basis that the winners or their winnings may to
any extent be at the discretion of the pr oportion among such of
ﬂmse persons as are winners; !

() .uwlbusnn_ss involving the receiving or negotiating of' such
bmkcs or bets on behalf of any person whether in'any case

the pérson on whosé behalf the stake or bet is received or

i nefrotmted is within or outside the State ‘and

(e) the busmcss of betting at “fixed odds” where as part of or
incidental to, pool betting cach of the persons placing a stake
or l)c,l knows at the time the stake or bets is placcd the amount
likely to be won;

“Prescribed™ means prescribed under this.Law or the regulations made
thereunder;

“Proprletor means a person Iu:c.nsed as such to managc a Pool Bet-
ting business in the State;

_“State” means the Cross River. State of Nigeria;

‘5 “Wmmncr means the prize won by a staker ina pool betting.
Repeal - 30. The Poo!‘lBetting Law 1983 is hereby repealed.
Short title 31. This Law may be cited as the Cross River State Pool Bettiﬁg Law

2009 and shall be deemed to have come into force on the 20th day of
Aw’ust, 2009.



. CROSS RIVER STATE OF NIGERTA

LAW NO. 8 (2015)

ke provz i forthe estabfzshmem of the Cross River State Infrasrructm e Safety and LOﬂg Title.
-egulazo:y Agency amf for"ma!rers connected therewith, :

Commencement.

The Cross ']?_iv'ér ;‘S_ta-'te*Ho,u.sé'bf A‘ssemblj::__eﬁatts as follows - Enactment.

PARTI

: LISHMENT OF INFRASTRUCTURE SAFETY AND REGULATORY AGENCY
MW

Establishment of
the Infrastructure
Safety and
Regulatory
Agency.

Functions un¢
Powers of 1he
Agencs.
y due peum*s for use of right of wav to al i 1elecmnmun1canons operators, elec flmr'f :
: aeueratmn aml distribution companies (g2ncos and discos); s

et

|

’bj 'dlqmnuht and dxsmantlc cable:, and other infrastructure la]Jd or erected withour
robt'-mmg the requ151te permission from the Agency; : vie

{c) auttorize a quahﬁed officer of the Agency to inspect ;nfrastrilcture for the purpuse
" of determining whether it complies with the prowsmns of this Law; and regulations
'made hereunder such inspection shall be between the hours of 8.00am and 5.00pm;

’d) iegulate the piacmg of urban furniture such as telccommunication antennae, mast
e ang ‘mwe}c on: land or buildings:

(e) imptsment rc.tes and fees for permits to erect antennae, masts and towers as may be
p1 eS-,lef'u by the Board

(f) comp 1any person authorlty or arm of Government to which this Law applies to
e i form relatmg to public infrastructure and to comply

of 2 Ministry, Department,

ause of action that will bring the affairs
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Extra-ministerial Department, Agency, Community or 1ocal Government in line

with the Law orany templates issued pursuant to the r:gulations made under this
Law; i

(i) be responsible for the safety of all infrastructure erected in tl. 2 State;
(j) to design and develop infrastructure aerial map;
(k) set standard and implement infrastructure safety in Cross Ri.er State; and

(1) liaise with all Federal and International Agencies to imple 1ent inﬁaétmcture safety

and all other infrastructure In Cross River State.

PART II
THE BOARD

3. There is hereby established the Cross River State Infrastructire Safety and .iegulatory
Agency Eoard (in this Law referred to as “the Board™).

4, The Board shall have power to -

(a) determine the general policies and quidelines relating to the funct sns and powers of
the Agancy; ' ;

(b) subject to the provisions of this Law, the Board may n ke recommendations to the
Commissioner for the review of rules and regulations which refat - lo the functions of the Agency;

and

(c) do such other things which in the opinion of the Board are nece: >ary of ‘mciéientat io the efficient
performance of the functions of the Agency; ;

5.(1) The Board shall consist of the following members to be appo nted by the Governor -

(a) a Chairman who shall be a person with proven int. Zrity, requisite professional
training in any relevant field and a minimum of fif' :én years post qualification

experience; "

(b) a repres.entative of Ministry of Works who shall be a :ertified Engineer of not less

than twelve years practice experience;

(c) Attorney-General or his representative;

(d) a representative of Ministry of Environment who shall ve an Environmental Science
Practitioner with not less than twelve years practice x| .rience;

(e) one retired Civil Servant who is & financial analyst with qualification and work
gxperience in economic planning and development;

(f) arepresentative of Ministry of Lands and Housing;
(g) one civil society activist working in the area of pub ¢ revenus, infrastructure and
expenditure monitoring; and

(h) four members.



_:(2).-.At least, one member of the Board shall be appointed from each of the thres Senatorial
Districts of the State. :

6. The members of the Board shall serve on a part time basis and shall be paid such
remuneration and allowances as are applicable in the State Public Service.

ST Notwithstanding the provisions of Sections 5 of this Law, a member of the Board shall
cease to hold office if he —

(a) resigns his appointment as a member of the Board by notice under his hand addressed

to the Governor;
(b) becomes of ﬁlisouxzd mind;
{¢) is convicted of 4 feldny or any other offence involving dishonesty or corruption;
(d) becomes bankrupt or makes a compromise with his creditors; and

(=) become_é incapable of carrying out the functions of his office either arising from an
infirmity of mind or body. ;

@ Notwithstandﬁng the provisions of sub-section (1) of this Section, a member of the Board
may at any time be removed from the office by the Governor — =

(2) for misbehaviour; or

(b) if he is satisfied that it is not in the interest of the public for the member to continus in

office. :

8. (1) The Board shall sit in session at least six (6) times in a year and as frequently as is
recessary in situations of emergencies. ;

(2) The chairman shall preside at all meetings of the Board and in his absence, the members
‘present at such meetings shall elect one of their numbers to preside. i

9. No meeting of the Board shall ;n"oceed to business unless there is a

quorum of 6 members
present at a meeting. ;

10. A member of the Board other than an ex-officio member (that is, paragraphs (b) and (f) of
Section 5(1) of this Law) shall hold office for a period of three (3) years and may at the end of
such term be eligible for re-appointment t0 a further term only.

11. At the rneetings of the Board, issues requiring a vote shall be determined by a simple
majority of votes of the members present and in the case of a tie, the Chairman shall have a
casting vote.

12, The validity of any proceedings of the Board shall not be affected by the absence of any

member of the Board or any defect in the appointment of a member or any vacancy in the -

membership of the Board or by reason of a person, not so entitled, taking part in such meetings.

13. The Board may appoint sub-committees to advice it or take other actions on any matter
which the Board may participate in or any other purposes, (whether general or special) relating
to the functions of the Board where such other purposes would be better regulated or managed
" by means of sub-committees.
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PART 111
MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF THE AGENCY

14. (1) The Management of the Agency shall be headed by a Director ~General to be appointed
by the Governor on such terms and conditions as the Governor may deem fit.

(2) The Director-General shall be the Chief Executive Officer of the Agency and shall have
responsibility for the implementation of the policies and decisions of the Board and the general
administration of the Agency.

(3) Without prejudice to the provisions of subsection (2) of this Secrieﬁ, the Director-
General shall -

(a) exercise general supervision and administrative control over staff of the Agency; and

(b)* direct the activities of the Agency, subject to the directives of the Board.

(4) The Director-General shall hold office for a period of four (4) years and may be re-

‘appointed for another term of four (4) years and no more,

(5) The Director-General shall be a person of proven integrity with requisite pfofessional
training in any relevant field and has a minimum of fifteen years post qualification experience

" and shall serve at the instance of the Governor and maybe removed from office at the

Governor's discretion.
(6) the Director-General shall be assisted by Directors to be appointed by the Governor
and :

shall be deployed as heads of departments of the Agency as maybe created.

(7) The remuneration and conditions of service of the Directors shall be the same as that of a
Director in the State Civil Service. :

15. (1) The Governor shall appoint, from within the State Service a person fo serve as the
Secretary to the Board and the Agency.

(2) The Secretary, who shall not be a member of the Board, shall be a legal practitioner of
not less than eight (8) years post call experience. -

(3) The Secretary to the Board and the Agency shall -
(a) keep the records and conduct the correspondence of the Board;

(b) perform such other duties of a secretarial nature as the Board or as the Director-
General of the Agency may from time to time direct; and

(¢) shall serve as the legal officer of the Agency.

16. (1) The Agency may in consultation with the State Civil Service Commission, recruit such

number of staff as may be necessary for its operations.

(2) The staff of the Agency may also be drawn on secondment from any Ministry, parastatals
or Agency of the State.

(3) The staff of the Agency shall be entitled to salaries and allowances as are applicable in



(2):At least, oné 'm_émber of the Board shall be appointed from each of the three Senatorial
DiStric';s of the State. B

6. The members of the Board shall serve on a part time basis and shall be paid such
remuneration and allowances as are applicable in the State Public Service.

7. (1) Notwithstanding the provisions of Sections 5 of this Law, a member of the Board shall -

cease to hold office if he —

(a) r'esigns his appdintment as a member of the Board by notice under his hand addressed
to the Governor; :

(b)

becomes of unsound mind;
is convicted of u felony or any other offence involving dishonesty or corruption;
becomes bankrupt or makes a compromise with his creditors; and

becomes incapable of carrying out the functions of his office either arising from an
infirmity'of mind or body.

-(2) Notwithstandiﬁg the provisions of sub-section (1) of this Section, a member of the Board
may at any time be removed from the office by the Governor — ' &

(a) for misbehaviour; or

(b) if he is satisfied that it is not in the interest of the public for the member t contim:}e in
office. 4

8. (1) The Board shall sit in session at least six (6) times in a year and as frequently as is
recessary in situations of emergencies. :

(2) The chairman shall preside at all meetings of the Board and in his absence, the members
present at such meetings shall elect one of their numbers to preside. :

9. No meeting of the Board shall proceed to business unless there is a quorum of 6 members
present at a meeting.

10. A member of the Board other than an ex-officio member (that is, paragraphs (b) and (f) of
Section 5(1) of this Law) shall hold office for a period of three (3) years and may at the end of
such term be eligible for re-appointment to a further term only.

11. At the meetings of the Board, issues requiring a vote shall be determined by a simple
majority of votes of the members present and in the case of a tie, the Chairman shall have a
casting vote.

12, The validity of any proceedings of the Board shall not be affected by the absence of any
member of the Board or any defect in the appointment of a member
‘membership of the Board or by reason of 2 persot, not so entitled, taking part in such meetings.

13. The Board may appoint sub-committees to advice it or take other actions on any matter

which the Board rmay participate in or any other purposes, (whether general or special) relating
to the functions of the Board where such other purposes would be better regulated or managed
- by means of sub-committees.
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PART 111
MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF THE AGENCY

Appointment of 14. (1) The Management of the Agency shall be headed by a Director —General to be appointed

Director-General by the Governor on such ferms and conditions as the Governor may deem fit.
and other Directors .

(2) The Director-General shall be the Chief Executive Officer of the Agency and shall have
responsibility for the implementation of the policies and decisions of the Board and the general
administration of the Agency.

(3) Without prejudice to the provisions of subsection (2) of this Sectioﬁ, the Director-
General shall -

(a) exercise general supervision and administrative control over staff of the Agency; and

(b)* direct the activities of the Agency, subject to the directives of the Board.

- (4) The Director-General shall hold office for a period of four (4) years and may be re-
appointed for another term of four (4) years and no more.

(5) The’ Director-General shall be a person of proven integrity with requisite pfofessional
training in any relevant field and has a minimum of fifteen years post qualification experience
" and shall serve at the instance of the Governor and maybe removed from office at the
Governor's discretion. '
(6) the Director-General shall be assisted by Directors to be appointed by the Governor
and
shall be deployed as heads of departments of the Agency as maybe created.

(7) The remuneration and conditions of service of the Directors shall be the sé;me as thatof a
Director in the State Civil Service. ‘

Appointment of 15. (1) The Governor shall appoint, from within the State Service a person to serve as the
Secretary. Secretary to the Board and the Agency.

(2) The Secretary, who shall not be a member of the Board, shall be & legal practitioner of
not less than eight (8) years post call gxperience. SR

(3) The Secretary to the Board and the Agency shall —
(a) keep the records and conduct the correspondence of the Board;

(b) perform such other duties of a secretarial nature as the Board or as the Director-
General of the Agency may from time to time direct; and

(c) shall serve as the legal officer of the Agency.

Staff of the 16. (1) The Agency may in consultation with the State Civil Service Commission, recruit such
fgency. - number of staff as may be necessary for its operations.

(2) The staff of the Agency may also be drawn on secondment from any Ministry, parastatals
or Agency of the State.

(3) The staff of the Agency shall be entitled to salaries and allowances as are applicable in



the State Service and particularly with regards to Pension Law of the State.

(4) The Agency shall have such Departments and Units as may be necessary for its
operation,

17. (1) Any person wishing to erect any structure in the form of a mast, tower, plants

Offences.

antennal etc. shall apply for a permit to relevant agencies of government through the agenc?ﬂﬂ
created by this Law. % T~ '

.

——

(2) The Agency shall, in collaboration with relevant bodies, set up a guideline for the
erections of such structures.

Penalty.
18. (1) Failure to comply with the provisions of Section 14(1) of this Law shall attract the .

following —

(a) in the case of individuals, a fine of N250,000 (Two Hundred and Fifty Thousand
Naira); and ) :

(b) 'in the case of a corpqrate organization, a fine of N2,500,000 (Two Million, FiV:E
Hundred Thousand Naira).

7# .(2) Without prejudice to the provisions of subsection (1), the Agency shall have the power
to demolish structures without permits from the Agency. ’

FART IV -
FUNDS AND ACCOUNT

19. The sources of Funds of the Agency shall consist of- Sources of funds.

(a) budgetary provisions:
(a) Levies, Fines and Fees:
(b) Loans and grants to the Agency;

(c) Such revenue as the Agency may derive from its investments and services; and

(d) any other legal source.

20. The Agency shall open and Operate an account in any reputable bank approved by the Bank Account.
State Accountant-General and all monies received by or on behalf of the Agency shall be paid

into the said account and no withdrawal shall be made from the account unless the Cheque or

other instrument for such. withdrawal has been signed by the Director-General and the

Accountant of the Agency or any other officer of the Agency as maybe authorized in that

behalf by the Agency.

21. The Agency shall cause to be prepared not later than 15% September each year, estimates  Annual Estimates,
of the recurrent and capital expenditure for the succeeding year.

22. The Board shall cause to be kept such proper accounts and financial records, which shall  Accounts and Audit.
be audited by Auditors on the recommendation of the Auditor-General for the State.
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23. The Agency shall within 3 months after the end of each financial yea; submit to the
House of Assembly- :

(a) areport of its activities for the previous year;

(b) the financial statement and balance sheet for that year; and
(c) the report of the Auditor-General of the State on the said report. -

24 The Agency may, subject to such terms and conditions as maybe approved by the
Governor, borrow such monies as it may from time to time require for the performance of
any of its functions under this Law.

25. The Agency shall retain 2% of all revenue generated for monitoring and evaluation of
its activities.

PART V
MISCELLANEOUS

26. Aﬁy contract or instrument which would not be required to be under seal if entered into
or executed by a person, may be entered into or executed as the case may be, on behalf of
the person generally or specifically authorized in that behalf by the Agency.

27. An officer or staff of the Agency. shall not be persomlly liable for 'mj? act or omission or
for any default of the Agency so long as such act, omission or defau!t was:done in good fanh
and in the course of the operations of the Agency. TR

28. In any civil action or pruceedings, the Agency shall at any time be repicicnted in court by a
State Counsel or a Legal Practitioner nominated by the State Attorney- Gen:jal

29. Any High Court of the State shall have jurisdiction to determine cusesior disputes arising
from the operation of this Law.

30. (1) The management of the Agency shall by Regulations upon the approval of the
Governor prescribe levies, fines and fees payable by (operators m‘) rele unication,

electricity generation and distribution companies.
,_._—-—-——___,____r..——ﬂ*—_w—-——-___u___.

(2) The management of the Agency may upon the approval of the Governor, amend the
Regulations as may be expedient.

(3) Any regulation issued pursuant to subsections (1) and (2) of this Se.tion shall be laid
before the House of Assembly for information and a consequential resolutior.

31. In this Law, unless the context otherwise requires =
“Agency” means the Cross River State Infrastructure Safety and Regulatory Agéncy;
siBankn

means all types of banks including commercial banks;

“Board” means the Board of the Cross River State Infrastructure Safet: and Regulatory

Agency;

*Chairman” means Chairman of the Board of the Agency;



“Commissioner” means Commissioner for the Ministry of Lands and Housing
“Director” means the Directors appointed. under Section 13 of this Law;
“Director-General” means the Chief Execﬁtive of the Agency;

“Governor” means the GoVernor cﬁ' Cross River State;

“House of Assembly" méans the Cross River State House of Assembly;

%ment or work demgnated for the supply of elecmcai energy,

“Relevant Field” means law, architect, engineering, environmental urban .and regmnal;
‘planning and surveying; .

~ “Right of Way” mca'ns the larid upon which the masts, antennal, towers, and plants, apparatus
" equipment or work designated for the supply of electrical energy etc. shall be erected and not
- the right of passage over it;

. “State” means Cross River State of Nigeria.

132.'This Law may be cited as Cross Rwer State Infrastructure Safety and Regulatory Agency Short Title/
Law 2015 and shall come into force onthe ................ day of 2015 e

“ This printed impression has been carefully compared by me with the Law which has' been passed by the
Cross River State House of Assembly and found by me to be a true and correctly prmted copy of the said
Law.

- \

[ . 2 ~
7 \/\;J .—f“\ : g
ELDEF (BARR.) B’/ EY EKPENYONG
CLERK OF THE HOUSE
\

1 assent

SENATOR (PROF.) BEN AYADE
GOVERNOR :
CROSS RIVER STATE

- MADE AT Calabar this...... SnE sl e e daiO e 2015
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